Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/08/19 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700070478-3

r

COUNTRY German Democratic Republic: Poland; USSR DATE OF
SUBJECT Military - Sea Police

How Political - East-West trade DATE DIST. /4  Augl9s2
PUBLISHED  Monthly per:adtesl

WHERE

PUBLISHED  Stockholm NO. OF PAGES 3

DATE

PUELISHED  Dee 1951
LANGUAGE Swedlsh REPORT NO.

THIS DOCUNENT CONTAINS INFORNATION APFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE
OF THE UNITED BYATES WITHiN THE MEANING OF SSPIONAGE ACT BO
8. £. G, 81 AND 3Z,AS ANINGLO. ITS TRANSMISFION ON THE ATVELATION
OF 173 CONTENTS IM ANV KANNER YO AN UNAUTWOREZID PERSON IS PAO-
WIBITED 87 LAW. AZPROBUCTION OF THIS FOWN IS PROHISIIED

CLASSIFICATION RESTRICTED

CenTRACTRTET LG ENREMEER REPORT STAT

. INFORMATION FROM
« FOREIGN DOCUMENTS OR RADIO BROADCASTS CD NO.

INFORMATION 1951

Economic - Shipbuilding, manpover

SUPPLEMENT TO

THIS (S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

SOURCE Bveriges Flotte, No 12, 1951

SOVIET-BLOT NAVAL AND SHIPBUILDING
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Ulrizk Schreier

The Soviet Fleet is utilizing harbors along the Baltic Sea zoastline from
Klaypeds to Wismar. Small harbors formerly used se bases for German mine sveap-
ers now accommodate large nsval garrisons and forces, usually inc¢luding destroyers,
torpedo boats, and motor torpedc boats.

Testing sites for V.yeapons, radar installsations, and other wvarning units
are located all along the coast frem lepaya to the Yorders of West Germany,
Launching sites for V-weapons are located around the Kilebreeg area,

In the region between Miedzyzdvozje and Kolobrzeg there iz a broad strip
of territory which has been designated s restricted military ares. A small Pol-
ish garrison, under strict Soviet superviaien, Is stationed therc. The labor
force in the area consisats largely of displaced German civilians,

The steel skeleton of a large submarine Pen is being erected in the vieinity
of Wismer. BHulls for destroysrs and motor torpedo boate are under construction
in Rostock and Warnemuende. The shipyards in these cities work largely for the
USSR. The coastal area ss far as ytralsund is detted vith radar stations, air
bases, and test sites, as is the coastline to the esst. A naval aviation station
is located on Jarmunder Bodden (Ruegen}, destroyers, motor torpedo boats, and
submarines at Sassnitz, training installations, depots, coastal defenses, and
shipyards in Stralsund, rocket sites in Peenemuende, a naval tase of the 2:a
class in Swincuscie, a large nsval aviation base at Dzowno , Jradar ststions at
Miedzyzdrozje and Ustronie Nadmerskie, a naval air stetion in Mrzezyuo, rocket
sites in Kolobrzeg, a radar installation, destrovers and & coastal defense unit
in Hel, and a large concentration  © -.aval craft in the Baltisk-Kaliningrad area
and at Klaypeda, both bases of the l:a class. Klaypzds 1s the largest Soviet
subnarine base in East Germany /i.e., in former German territory/, with a com-
plement of approximately 200 submsrines. There is a rocket~launching gite on
Vislinski Zaliv,
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Bakom has important shipyards. New ships are built there, and the shipyards
uwake large-scale reparations deliveries and provide maintznanc: for Soviet naval
forces. Construetion has been vegun on new dock instaliatnions for the Soviets
here, as well as at the Boddenwerft ehipyards in Damgsrten snd Peenewerft yards
in Wolgast. Existing shipyards are being expanded. Their entire production is
being devoted to ships for the armed forces. Although 81l new ships, which will
g0 almost without exception to the USSR as combat ships, are clasgified as fish-
ing cutters and travlers, there are also some destroyers smong them., Most of
the hulls are built some distance inland, for example in Belitzenburg, Brandenburg,
or Berlin; f{rom there, they are towed to the Wisumar, Stralsund, or (reifswvald
shipyards for irstallation of equipment.

The people-owned Wismar shipyards are building ships of the Narvik class.
The Wismar yards and the Karl Liebknecht shipyards in Warnemuende are ncw con-
structing 600-ton torpedo boats and gudmarine types XXI end XXVIII (apparently
very similar to 2,000-ton Walter submarines, the designs for which fell into
Soviet hands). The Vulkan Shipyards in Szczecin produce four submarines a
month. These are powered by six-and eight-cylinder diesel engines, built by
Junker in Dessau ard by lichaeffer and Budenberg in Magdeb'iog.

Considerable work if also being done on reparations crders and on the re.-
construction of ships. The Neptun shipyards in Rostcck already have rebuilt a
cruiser and the minelayer Martiy. The Kraft-durch-freude {Strength Through Joy)
ship Der Deutoche, nas been transformed at Warnemuende int: the troop transport
Asia. The Cordillera, the Oceana, and the Hansa alsc are to te rebuilt.

The shipbuilding program ig being carried out by 35 sh.ip.yerds with a combined
total of 45,000 workers. The Neptun suipyards, largest of the 15, employ 12,000
persons. The Vulkar shipyards in Szczecin employ 5,000 workers, and the Kar)
Liebknecht shipyards 4,000,

Despite its scope, this shipbuilding program should not be overrated. The
Esst German shipbuilding industry is dependent in large measure on steel supplies
from West Germany, because the steel produced in East Gexrmany 1s of inferior
que ity and unfit for use in shipbuilding. The West German steel embargc, how-
ever, Lag caused a noticeable decrease !n production and partial work stoppage
in the East German shipbuilding industry.

The East German government has vainly attsmpted to cbtain from Soviet occu-
pation authorities,s few new ships, for the German fishing fieets. All tne ships
at present flying the CDR flag vere buiit prior to 1945, and need to be over-
hauled or replaced.

It becare known in 1949 that the Soviets intended to c¢reate a Volksmarine
(feople's Navy). The Volkspclizei, (People's Police) had already developed into
a military type of organization, and arrangements had been made to supply 1t with
air pover. The press carried plctures of President Pleck revieving a naval guard
of honor, and it was simultaneousiy snnoncea that the Scviec Fleet had placed a
significant number of warships _ 5157 at this d'sposal of the new Volksmarine.
Mention was made of six destroyers, two torpedo boats of the soveJur class, 12
motor torpedc boats, and 14 Walter submarines. The ships vere reported as being
on loan but vwere to become the property of the Volksmarine once it was organized.
Subsequent additions included «ix submarines, three motor torpedc boats, and
12 wer-fishing cutcers ’sic7,

The first cadet gucups were moved into the cld naval barracks in Daenholm/
Stralsund at the beginning of December i949. Police Commissa~ Gustav Schueler
served as their chief. Tlsreafter, Volkemarine garrisons were set up in Wismar,
Rostock, Sassnivs, } nz, Bergen, Greifswald, Anklam, and Neuvarp.
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It has been known for some time tbat the Soviets are recruiting German naval
Personnel for the Soviet Fleet. These men have undergone refresher training in
Gdynia. GDR labor offices have -been ordered to re-register all former German
Daval pereonnel, naval guard unita, and naval.Hitler Youth who have had active
service. At the end of June 1950 1t was announced that the Soviet Commandatura
was continuing to recruit Qerman naval officers, especially submarine officers )
for the Soviet Fleet, Apparently these training activities have nothing to do
with the Volksmarine except that they are Probably intended as preliminary train-
ing for Soviet Fleet Teplacement personnel, a certein percentage of whom will
later be assigned to East German naval units.

* On 1 June 1950 » the GDR Council of Ministers decided to establish a Main

! Administration for Seepolizei (Sea Police). The Main Administration 1s located
in Berlin-Wilhelmgruh, and the Central Administration end Commandatura are in
Berlin-Oberschoeneveide, Waldemar Ferner is the Inspector-Ceneral for the
Seepolizei. The home operations base is Wolgast, where the central maintenance
installatiocns, including the Materiel Administration, mmitions depots, supply
depots, and clothing and food depots are also located.

Laender units are in the process of being organized into fleet units in
Wolgast and in Kuehlungsborn (Mecklenburg), axd a training unit for naval
officers vith a capacity of 1 »000 officer candidates is being set up in Parow
[l_(arovﬂ R (Mecklenburg). The total strength of the Seepolizel was only 2,448
men as of 29 May 1951, but it is to be increased to 10,000 men by the end of
1951. Judging from the nutber of ships available at present, this total would
appear to apply only to Personnel for the seagoing units.

In June 1951, 13 mine sweepers were on duty in Wolgast. These were des-
ignated as a flotilla, They are reported to have been built by the Stralsund
People-Owned Shipyards. They are powered by six-cylinder diesel engines. At
present, the ships are armed only with machine guns, but cannon mounts have
been installed on the decks. The Clothing Administration in Wolgast carries
& supply of cannon. These could be Installed at the shipyards in Wolgast. wvithin
a matter of hours. It is reported, too, that there are a number of smelier motor
torpedo boats in service > built by the people-ovned Claus Engelbrecht Shipyards
in Berlin-Kpepenick, which produce one boat & month. The chief of the torpedo
boat, unit is Seepolizei Commissar Kross.

A number of new ships are under construction. Most of these are located
inland at present. The antiaircraft gunboats Fuerstenberg and Prenzlau will
weigh 1,200 tons each and are being armd with two 75-millimeter antiaircraft
guns and tvo 20-millimeter automatic guns, Work on five mine layers and a
pedium-sized gunbcat has had to be suspended because of a lack of materials.
A 2,000-ton fishing vessel is on order. The ship is to be equipped with three
88-millimeter guns and various automatic weapons, and will have a power unit
consisting of six 920-horsepower diesel engines. The plans prove that the
GDR Seepolizei 18 to serve as a basis for an ac:cuaJ. war fleet.

-END -

-3-
RESTRICTED

Sani |zed Copg/‘;ﬁ;rpproved for Réleas 2011/08/19 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700070478-3



